and they are devoted to cocktail parties, which they give
with the most charming and invincible pertinacity. I
enjoyed the first half-dozen or so immensely, for I rather
like meeting agreeable people myself, but in very few cases
indeed was there the slightest variation in the form of
entertainment. One just stood about and talked, and even
those who had tennis courts kept them for the more expert
youngsters. Any other form of amusement seemed un-
known. When my turn came to entertain for the first
time it seemed to me that I had committed a sort of sin in
engaging a small orchestra and inviting my guests to dance.
To dance before the lights were lit seemed to some of them
in a way sacrilegious, and the first time, soon after our
arrival on the island, save for the energies of the Governor
and his small house-party, the thing would have been a
flop. In the two succeeding years, however, the idea
caught on and a putting competition with a variety' of
prizes was also a success. I think that some of the old
professional conversationalists rather resented the changes
which newcomers brought into the island, but their differ-
ences of opinion are now happily, or unhappily, settled.
One thing about our fishing which was really enjoy-
able and to a certain extent unusual so far as my earlier
experiences had gone, was that we caught fish. None of
the local fishermen made the slightest objection to our
putting down lobster-pots in their waters, and when
mackerel were in there were enough fish in the sea for
everyone. We still averaged half a dozen to a dozen
lobsters every time we went out and generally a conger-
eel or two, a fair number of whiting and, of course, if
the mackerel were in at all, thirty or forty was a very
moderate catch. There was not much variety, but to eat
fish straight from the sea is in itself a luxury.
The particular summer of which I am writing was very
much like the preceding ones except that the atmosphere
was a little darkened by everyone's growing apprehension
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